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• PCT Fees
• Beneficiaries of PCT fees
• Applicable Payment Procedures
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International Filing fee

Transmittal fee_if requested by RO

International Search fee
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Filing & Search fees

International Filing fee (Rule 15)
• Collected by the Receiving Office but 

for the benefit of the International 
Searching Authority (ISA). 

• Paid in the currency prescribed by the 
Receiving Office.

• Fixed amount established by the ISA 
and equivalent in other currencies
established by the IB.

• To be paid to the RO within one 
month from the date of receipt of the 
international application.

International Search fee (Rule 16)

• Collected by the Receiving Office (RO) 
but for the benefit of the 
International Bureau. 

• Paid in the currency prescribed by the 
Receiving Office.

• Amount in CHF and equivalents in 
other currencies are established by 
the International Bureau (IB).
Schedule of Fees (wipo.int)

• To be paid to the RO within one 
month from the date of receipt of the 
international application.

https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/rules/rtax.html
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In practice
Example of RO/NZ Application

1. International Filing date= January 20, 2022

2. Eligible for PDF filing reduction

3. Application has less than 30 sheets

4. Designated ISA = EPO
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1. International Filing fees
2. International Search fees
3. Transmittal fees
4. Early Publication fee (Fee collected only if ISR not available)
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1. International Filing fees
2. International Search fees
3. Transmittal fees
4. Early Publication fee
5. Supplementary Search fee
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1. International Filing fees
2. International Search fees
3. Transmittal fees
4. Early Publication fee
5. Supplementary Search fee
6. Early Publication fee
7. IPEA fee
8. Other special fees
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Determining factors for selecting the beneficiary

Payable directly to the IB
• Transmittal fee if the Receiving Office is the IB 

(Rule 14)

• Filing fee if the Receiving Office is the IB (Rule 15) 
or exception granted to RO

• Search fee if the Receiving Office is the IB (Rule 16) 
or exception granted to RO

• Supplementary Search & Handling Fee ( Rule
45bis)

• Early publication fee (PCT Rule 48.4(a))

• Publication of information on late correction or 
addition of a priority claim (PCT Rule 26bis.2(e))

• Publication of information of a refused request for 
rectification (PCT Rule 91.3(d))

• Certified Copy for the Applicant (Rule_21.2)

Payable directly to the Preliminary
Examining Authority (IPEA)_Rule 57

• Handling fee fee collected by the IPEA 
for the benefit of the International 
Bureau.

• Preliminary examination fee for the 
benefit of the IPEA.

Not to be directly paid to the IB
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Currency and Payment Method for fees to be directly paid to the IB.

For RO/IB & Supplementary Search

• RO/IB : Prescribed Currencies (CHF, 
USD and EUR)
• Bank account per currency

• Supplementary Secarch : Only
payable in CHF

• Payment methods:
• Current Account held at WIPO
• Credit Card
• PayPal
• Bank Transfer

For  other fees

• Payment method limited to Bank 
Transfer & Current account for 
• Exception granted to RO for collection 

of Filing & Search fees
• Early publication fee (PCT 

Rule 48.4(a))
• Publication of information on 

late correction or addition of 
a priority claim (PCT Rule 26bis.2(e))

• Publication of information of a 
refused request for rectification (PCT 
Rule 91.3(d))

https://www.wipo.int/finance/en/pct.html#payment
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RO/IB & Supplementary search request

General payment process

• Payment after filing or Invitation to 
Pay (Payment request) sent by the 
Examiner

• Applicant/Representative uses the 
link to complete the payment
online or notify upcoming payment

• Payment reference provided for 
subsequent allocation for bank
transfers

• Payment confirmation sent by 
email

• Applicant is notified of the fee
settlement formally through form
RO/102

• Applicant can view paid and unpaid
items by accesssing WIPOPay using
the WIPO account.

• Overpaid amounts can be claimed
by completing the refund request
form sent by the Examiner
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Refunds

Full Refund by RO: International Filing
and Search fees (Rule 15.4 & 16.2 )

• Applicant does not have 
the right to file with the RO 
(residence or nationality)

• Application withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before 
transmission of the Record Copy

• international application not 
treated as such due to national 
security reasons

Partial Refund by ISA: International 
Search fee (Rule 16.3 )

• ISA considers an earlier search
for the ISR.
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IB

ISA
RO
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• International Phase of the PCT Applicant's Guide (wipo.int)

• Paying for IP Services (wipo.int)

Thank you

www.wipo.int

https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/guide/ipindex.html
https://www.wipo.int/finance/en/

