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THE PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACT, 2020 

(Act / of 2020) 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

PART I-Preliminary 

I. Short title and commencement. 

2. Interpretation. 

3. Application of Act. 

PART II-Patentability 

4. Conditions for patentabi1ity. 

5. Novelty of invention. 

6. Inventive step. 

7. Industrial application. 

8. Exclusions on grant of patent. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

PART III- Procedure for Obtaining a Patent 

Persons who may apply for a grant of a patent. 

Requirements for application for patent. 

Filing date for a patent application. 

Right of priority. 

Information on foreign applications. 

Mention of inventor. 

Application for a patent may be considered as two or more applications. 

Preliminary examination. 

Publication of application. 

Amendment of application. 

Withdrawal of application. 

Search and substantive examination. 

Search and substantive examination for applications in respect of two 

or more inventions. 
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Grant of Patent 

22. Grant or refusal of patent. 

23. Postponement of grant of patent. 

24. Term of patent. 

25. Annual Fee. 

Amendments to Patents After Grant 

26. Amendment of specification after grant of a patent. 

27. Details of registration may be amended after grant of patent. 

PART IV- International Application under the 
Patent Cooperation Treaty 

28. Interpretation. 

29. Receiving office Jamaica. 

30. Office shall be the designated office. 

31. Office to act as elected office for purposes of international preliminary 
examination under the treaty. 

32. Filing of international applications. 

33. International application. 

34. Tre!tment ofapplication. 

35. Adapting Act to international application. 

PART V- Property Rights and Ownership 

36. Nature of rights. 

37. Exclusive rights. 

38. Co-ownership of a patent. 

39. Inventions by employees. 

40. Order for compensation of employees. 

41 . Amount of compensation. 

42. Enforceability of contracts re employee's inventions. 

43. Non-application of certain sections in particular cases. 
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PART VI - Dealings in Patents 

Voluntary Dispositions 

44. Assignments, voluntary licences and sub-licences. 

Non-Voluntary Licences 

45. Non-voluntary licences. 

46. Non-voluntary licences - WTO owners. 

47. Non-voluntary licences - other cases. 

48. Supplementary provisions relating to licences. 

49. Exercise of powers on applications for non-voluntary licences. 

50. Opposition to a non-voluntary licence to the Court. 

51. Special provisions re patented inventions worked in a country. 

PART VII - Use of Patented Invention by Government 

52. Use of invention in service of Government. 

[No. ] 

53. Minister may allow for the use of invention in service of the Government. 

54. Minister shall inform owner oforder in respect of patent. 

55. Rights of third parties in respect of Government. 

56. Reference of disputes regarding Government use . 

57. Patentee 's right to compensation. 

PART VIII- Revocation and Surrender of Patents 
Revocation 

58. Revocation by Registrar. 

59. Grounds for revocation by the Registrar. 

(i()_ Procedure for surrender. 

61 . Record of revocation or surrender. 

PART IX-Infringement of Patent 

Infringement of Patent 

62. Acts constituting infringement of patent. 

63. International exhaustion. 

64. Exception to infringement. 
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infringement Proceedings 

65. Power to institute proceedings. 

66. Burden of proof. 

67. Infringement proceedings by co-owner. 

68. Infringement proceedings by exclusive licensee. 

69. Restrictions on damages etc., for infringement. 

70. Use begun before priority date or filing date. 

71 . Relief for infringement of partially valid patent. 

72. Unregistered transaction, etc., in infringement proceedings. 

73. Infringement of rights after publication of patent application. 

74. Certificate of validity. 

PART X-Utility Models 

75. Application for a utility model. 

76. Conversion of utility model applications into patent applications. 

77. Application of patent provisions to utility models. 

78. Special provisions relating to utility model. 

79. Duration ofutility model. 

80. Grounds for revocation of a utility model. 

PART XI-Protected Designs 

Application for Registration of Designs 

81. Interpretation in this Part. 

82. Application of Part. 

83. Registrable design. 

84. Who may apply to register design. 

85. Application for registration of design. 

86. Effects of international registration designating Jamaica. 

87. Withdrawal of application for design. 

88. Filing date of design application. 

89. Right of priority for design. 



The Patents and Designs Act, 2020 [No. ] 

90. Examination and publication of applications. 

91. Infringement ofrights after publication of application for registration. 

92. Opposition to application. 

93. Registration of design. 

94. Duration of registration; renewal fees . 

95. Ownership of design right. 

96. Rights conferred by registration of design. 

97. Infringement. 

98. Revocation of registration of design. 

PART XII-Register of Patents, Register of Utility 

Models and Register of Designs 

99. Provisions as to location and forms of Registers. 

100. Particulars to be registered. 

101. Registers as evidence. 

102. Trusts not registrable. 

103. Registration of assignment, etc. 

104. Inspection by public. 

I 05. Rectification of Register. 

106. The Treaty or 1999 Act shall prevail. 

Supplemental 

107. Registrar may give information. 

108. Admissibility of unregistered particulars. 

109. Immunity. 

110. Clerical errors and extensions of time. 

111 . Destroyed or lost certificates of registration of patents, designs and utility models. 

PART XIII-Offences 

112. Falsification of Register. 

113. False claim as to patent rights, etc. 

V 
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PART XIV-Miscellaneous 

114. Appeals.

115. Selection of examiners.

116. Person may request search.

117. Fees.

118. Electronic documents and communications.

119. Notice may be sent by registered mail or electronic mail.

120. Address for service within Jamaica.

121. Rules.

122. Excluded days for period for filing.

123. Minister may amend monetary penalties.

124. Act binds the Crown.

Repeal, Saving and Transitional Provisions 

125. Repeal of Patent Act and Designs Act.

126. Saving.

127. Transitional.

SCHEDULES. 

Fees








































































































































































































































